ERNIE CHIN AND THE GWALWA DARANIKI ASSOCIATION INC

In a long interview with Annie Gaskin on ABC radio in Darwin, Ernie Chin said his grandfather came from China in 1880. During world War II Ernie's mother was evacuated to Sydney where Ernie was born on 17 August, 1943. The family returned to Darwin in 1947 and Ernie told Annie Gaskin many stories of growing up in the town where the Chins sold shaved ice refreshments to the patrons of the old Star cinema. Chinese sons and daughters worked hard after school, helping in the shops or selling newspapers. After an adventurous life in bush jobs, Ernie went into real estate where he began the Wagait Beach subdivision in 1964, and with his company Australian Reality after 1973, big subdivisions in the Darwin rural area, Mandorah in 1985 and his “greatest achievement” the Cullen Bay marina, housing and commercial development. 

Aboriginal people in Darwin did not share Ernie's enthusiasm for the Cullen Bay marina development in an area that has historical and cultural significance to them. For example Helen Secretary's grandmother, Topsy Secretary, told Sean Heffernan (1996:14-15) there “a mermaid used to swim and play in the ocean close to Cullen Beach” but that it was no longer able to do this due to the changes to country there. Topsy said, “I don’t think the mermaid will be back because the housing is still going on and on and on - noise. See, in those day wasn’t a noise.” 

Judge Mansfield (2006: Para 764) also notes that several witnesses in the Larrakia native title claim referred to a Mermaid Dreaming at the sandbar off Cullen Bay. Susan Roman in the Kenbi Claim hearing said that the Mermaid Dreaming does not exist any more, following the development of Cullen Bay. And as Nicholas Rothwell (2007) writes, “Grand plans and fantasies of development form the constant themes of Darwin's past. The map of the city - what changes, what stays the same - is a telling artefact. Who would know, from the sleek look of the elite suburb of Cullen Bay, that the Kahlin Compound, a home for "half-caste natives", once occupied the high bluff above the marina houses?”
Before Cullen Bay, Ernie stood for election on the Darwin City Council. His ad in the Advertiser (28 May 1981) states that he will: 1. Strive to make the council accept its responsibilities to maintain footpaths and medium strips. 2. Reflect the inner suburbs' views on zoning and development applications concerning out Ward (majority of applications before the panning authorities occur in Lyons Ward). 3. Through Council policy try to maintain the character and lifestyles that keep us all in Darwin (authorised by A G James, East Point Road, Fannie Bay).
Ernie outlined his beliefs in more detail in his radio interview with Annie Gaskin in 2011. He said, “As a long-time Territorian I just believe that we understand what happens here, and a lot of the things we can’t do now is because people with different ideas have come up from the south and tried to put their requirements on top of us. Now, as a long-time Territorian I resent that. I resent the fact that I can't go out and catch more than 5 snapper. I resent the fact that there's a lot of implications put on us because people coming up and saying, 'In Sydney..., well in Sydney you've got 5 to 6 million people, the Gold Coast the same. We are nothing like that.
“Since we developed Cullen Bay we developed sophistication in the design of our building and how everything is done. I believe that is good. We are now going backwards. You see, every time you want to do something, someone puts something in your way.  One of the things I disagree on is, we need more shade. Not so much from trees, I believe every development should be able to build up to the building line....” Ernie went on to extoll the virtues of awnings and verandas.
In 1994 Ernest “Ernie” Sue Wah Chin and his wife Cheryle Raylene Chin registered the Australian Proprietary Company, Dragon Lady Pty Ltd. Another company with an interest in the Kulaluk lease, Planit Consulting, later applied to rezone a part of the lease in 2010 but was knocked back by Gerry McCarthy, Minister for Planning in the Henderson government because the land is in the cyclone surge zone. However, the CLP Minister, Peter Chandler, on 7 March, 2014, reversed McCarthy's decision. In May 2014, Chin's Dragon Lady Pty Ltd commenced clearing the land while Larrakia people protested. The cleared land has lain idle for the past two and a half years. Preliminary plans submitted by “Gwalwa Daraniki Association Pty Ltd” [sic] and advertised on the Department of Lands, Planning and Environment website show that the land cleared by Dragon Lady Pty Ltd  is proposed to be filled and compacted to a height of almost two metres above the present level. 
Ernie Chin has also had an interest in the Kulaluk lease through his directorship until 2006 of Citiland Corporation Pty Ltd, along with Darwin business men Tony Fu Chin Jape and Alan Fu Kiung Jape and Kong Su Jape of Timor Leste. Citiland, previously known as Vysrose Pty Ltd, negotiated with Helen Secretary in 1993 and are recorded as holding a sub lease on part Crown Lease in Perpetuity 671 (Kulaluk) expiring in July 2094 (see Langford 2010b). 
In 2010, Ernie Chin continued his relationship with the Kulaluk leaseholders by “brokering” a deal between Halikos Construction and the Gwalwa Daraniki Association to dump construction waste on the lease in Ludmilla. As Ben Langford (2010a) reported: “The rubble has come from development sites around Darwin through a deal brokered by estate agent Ernie Chin with the land’s leaseholder, the Gwalwa Daraniki Association.... Mr [Ernie] Chin said developers Halikos had an agreement for depositing fill but did not think they would have to move it. I very much doubt it”, he said. “They put it there under license from the Aboriginal people who were told they could do it.” In 2015, in a letter to a concerned Ludmilla resident, Dave Tollner described the Halikos stockpile as “unlawful” (Tollner 2015).
According to Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority documents, Helen Secretary was the cultural consultant that approved the clearing on Chin's light industry subdivision on the Kulaluk lease down from Totem Road. She also signed an approval for Chin to dump the subdivision's storm water into “the adjoining property” (the Kulaluk lease). Opponents suggested that Ms Secretary had a conflict of interest, in that she stood to benefit from the subdivision and clearing of the Dragon Lady Pty Ltd development on the lease.
After criticism that Ms Secretary had a conflict of interest, Ernie Chin had earlier defended his friend and her family as “one of the main Larrakia families”. The occasion was a public meeting of concerned residents and Larrakia people on the verge of Fitzer Drive, Ludmilla on 2 October, 2012, attended by Ernie Chin and his son, along with Michael Chin, the lawyer who signed off on the amended 2006 constitution of the Gwalwa Daraniki Association Inc and Dave Tollner MLA who was later to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the Association (Giles & Tollner 2015). The meeting was disrupted by Helen Secretary shouting abuse, along with non-Aboriginal members of the Kulaluk community who shouted, “We don't give a f... what you think.” (see Youtube). (Under the amended GDA constitution, non-Aboriginal spouses are eligible to be members of the lease-holding association).
Addressing the MC of the public meeting, Ernie Chin asked, “You made a statement that there are Tiwi burial sites on this land. Do you know who [are the consultants for] the government when they want clearances on sacred sites in this town and through here [the lease area]?  THAT LADY OVER THERE (pointing to Helen Secretary). She is one of the main families for the Larrakia tribe, they ask her for the clearances.” 

MC: “Are you saying these sites don't exist?”

Chin: “I'm not saying they don't exist. [I'm saying] that's the lady they ask officially. Now, are you telling me she's a liar? She's one of the main Larrakia people.” 

[Note: Helen Secretary has consistently stated that there are no unregistered Aboriginal sites on the lease, despite evidence by senior Larrakia and others (see Gaykamangu 2010; Ritchie 1982, 2015]. At the meeting, Dave Tollner also defended Ms Secretary as “one of the Tommy Lyons group” recognised in the Larrakia Kenbi claim.
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